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things formerly reserved for the well-to-do class of the bourgeoisie.
Housing is now the only thing that marks a distinction. For the
first time the benefits of civilized life have reached even the most
destitute sections of the nation.
As life became more worthy of mankind, manners have become
gentler and approximated more closely to the ideal of humanity
conceived by the philosophes of the eighteenth century. Brutality
has grown so rare as to cause a scandal when it has occurred;
brawls have become far less frequent among the lower classes;
men have ceased to beat their wives and children except when
under the influence of drink. Corporal punishment has dis-
appeared from the schools, and the death-penalty has come to be
inflicted only in case of particularly heinous crimes. Active
sympathy for the sufferings of others has shown itself in the rapid
increase in the number of public health institutions - hospitals,
maternity homes, dispensaries, almshouses, and sanatoria - in the
improvements in their conditions and in the care devoted to as-
suring aid to the sick, disabled, and aged, as well as in the number
of subscriptions opened for the victims of epidemics, floods, or
fire, Humane conduct has become the rule,
Though the social scale has changed but little since the sixteenth
century, the distance between its degrees has diminished. The
dislike of marrying into a lower class, which used to be so strong,
has grown weaker; the sons of bourgeois marry shop-girls or even
working-class girls. The whole nation tends to follow the example
set by the bourgeoisie, not only in material life, but in speech,
manners, and the forms of politeness. One sign of this tendency
to equality is that all women are now addressed as 'Madame* or
'Mademoiselle5,
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Intellectual life, too, has been profoundly changed by new
methods, and especially by the organization of education and the
reading of newspapers, aided by the effects of the more intimate
contact into which the mass of the people are brought with science,
literature, and art.
The intellectual education of the young, formerly left to the
good offices of private persons, has been organized into a system
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